The Christian testimony of Bob Smithson

Born in England in 1946 Bob came to the South West of Western Australia a child of four years of age when his family emigrated. 

Educated in various country schools he also attended St. Joseph’s Catholic Convent in Manjimup and it was here he fell in love with Jesus at the age of nine and began to understand the promises of God for his future life and ministry.  It was also during this year that Bob found himself in hospital and plagued from that time with constant ill health.

Many years later after formerly dedicating his life to Jesus while attending a Bible study (age twenty six), he became chronically ill with constant chronic severe asthma and from that time for the next twenty eight years suffered an ongoing single constant severe asthma attack.  Doctors sent him home to die a number of times. 

He was so allergic to the medications he had to take to stay alive that he suffered constant chronic pain often not able to be controlled even by Pethedine and Morphine.

But in and through God’s mercy throughout those twenty eight years Bob and his wife Kerry ministered at various levels in the body of Christ and it was during this time that God repeatedly used them for miraculous healings and signs and wonders to the glory of God.  

It was in 1992 when God chose to graciously heal Bob of asthma and anointed him with a unique Teaching Ministry strongly influenced by Prophetic Revelation.

Bob's Christian Ministry has included Prayer Ministry, Intercession, Home Group Leader, Church Board Advisor, Founding Member Bible College Board, Pastor, Teacher, Mentor, Encourager and Counsellor.

BOB'S NOT SO SPIRITUAL TESTIMONY

Bob believes God has really blessed him in what he has been able to experience in life so far. For the more inquisitive, here are some of those experiences.

Public Speaking. Invited Guest Speaker to groups of up to 3000 people on a variety of topics including Self Development, Self Discipline and Self Motivation.

Highly skilled in trouble shooting and negotiating at all levels, one on one from employer to union, advocacy in the Arbitration Commission, through to negotiating directly with a past Premier of W.A.

· Photography to professional standard.

· Journalism (weekly column in Regional newspaper and many other articles published).

· Student Pilots Licence to VFR.

· Radio Communications to NASA Proficiency (State Emergency Services).

· C.M.F. [Citizen Military Forces] Liaison Officer.

· Water Boring Sub Contractor and Windmill Erector.

· Animal Husbandry – stud sheep farm.

· Auto Mechanic Assistant.

· Auto Electrician Assistant.

· Wood Merchant Sub Contractor.

· Qualified Hand & Machine Compositor.

· S.E.S. teaching volunteers conversion of ex military radios. Heading up headquarters radio repair facility and conducting field exercise training for volunteers.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

· Australian Institute of Management – A.I.M.M.

· Sales Executives Society of WA – A.S.E.S.

· Australian Marketing Institute – A.M.A.M.I.

PAST PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

· Associate member The Australian Journalists Association.

OTHER MEMBERSHIPS

· Brighton Residents' Association

PAST OTHER MEMBERSHIPS

· President Landsdale Residents Association

· Committee Malaga and Districts Business Association

· President of High School Electronics Club

· Albany Chess Club

· Australian Rostrum Club (Public Speaker)

· St. John’s Ambulance First Aid Officer

· Member Advisory Committee to WA Government on Technical Education and Apprenticeship matters.

PUBLIC SERVICE INCLUDES

· Present; Youth and Relationship Counseling, Free Business Advice and Christian Ministry.

· Previous; St John Ambulance First Aid volunteer, Southern Districts Communications Officer S.E.S., Adviser to Government on Technical Education, Distribution of Subsidized Food to Underprivileged in the City of Wanneroo, Aged Care Centre Visitation, Taking Handicapped Residents out for Day Trips and Visiting the Sick.

Bob has fought off white pointer sharks trying to take fish he has speared from him in the waters off Albany and survived, survived a high speed (100 m.p.h.) motor bike crash, walked on fire more than once and executed a text book solo "dead stick" emergency landing in a Piper Cherokee without sustaining any damage to the aircraft or personal injury.

All in all, he believes he has much to be thankful for.
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